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UST-TSILMA HILL: FROM A RITE TO A
REPUBLICAN HOLIDAY
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Abstract

The "gorka" ring dance merrymaking, which used to be widespread in Central Russia in
the past, has presently survived among the old-believers of the Ust-Tsilma region in the
Republic of Komi. The ring dance rite consists of seven obligatory fi gures, and there is
a "gorka" song corresponding to each of them. These fi gures refl ect the notions of the
Ust-Tsilma people about the world, and their arrangement on the ground is connected to
the idea of eternal motion and rejuvenation of life. It was during such merrymaking that
acquaintances between young men and women occurred and love (and marriage)
relationships were initiated. The ring dance rites also ensured successful harvests. The
article analyzes the ways in which the merrymaking developed during the 20th-21st
centuries and the signifi cance of the celebration in Ust-Tsilma's old-believers today.
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YCTh-HUWJIEMCKASA I'OPKA: OT OBPAIA K
PECITYBJIMKAHCKOMY NMPA3JHUKY

JAponoBa Tarbsina UBaHoBHA

AHHOTALIUA

XOpOBOJHBIE I'YJISIHbs TOPKA, B IPOLIJIOM IIMPOKO U3BeCTHBIE B LleHTpansHon Poccun, B
HACTOSIIIIEE BpPEMsI COXPAHUJIUCh Yy PYCCKUX CTapOBEPOB-OECIIONOBIIEB (IIOMOPIIEB) B
Yerp-Lunemckom paitone PecnyOmukun Komu. OOpsimoBbIi XOpOBOJ BKIIIOUAET CEMb
00s13aTeNbHBIX  (PUTYyp, KaXKIO0M M3 KOTOPBIX COOTBETCTBYET 'TOpouHas" TMecHs.
XopoBoHbIE (PUTYpPHI UMEIOT CeAyroIue Ha3BaHus: "cTonOwl", "kpyr", "cTopoHa Ha
ctopony", "Boxkxka", "mierens", "kBagpar", "kampuis". B 3THX ¢urypax 3amneyarieHo
MPEACTaBIECHNUE YCTHUMIEMOB O MHUpE, MX PACHUCHIBAHUE HA 3€MJIE CBSA3BIBAETCS C
BEUHBIM JIBM)KEHHEM U OOHOBJIICHHEM J>KM3HU. B XOpoBomax IOHOMIM U JEBYIIKH
3HAKOMWIKCh JIPYT C JAPYrOM M BCTynaiu B Jt0OOBHBIE (OpayHble) OTHOIICHUS. B
XOpOBOJaxX 3aKIMHAIA ypokail ObITh ynaduHbIM. B craThe aHalIM3WpyeTcs pa3BUTHE
pycckoro xopoBoaHOTO TyisiHbss B XX-XXI BB. BbisgBisieTcss posib M 3HAYCHHUE
Npa3HUKa B KU3HHU YCTh-IIIIEMCKHX CTAPOBEPOB HA COBPEMEHHOM 3Tarle.
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