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THE HOLIDAY OF SEMYK IN THE ETHNIC
CULTURE OF CONTEMPORARY MARI
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Abstract

Semyk is one of the most esteemed holidays among the Mari and acts as a symbol of the
start of the summer celebrations cycle. Ancestral rites are a particular feature of Semyk,
which is held in June, seven weeks after the sorta keche day dedicated to the
remembering of the deceased. Vegetation cults, protective magic rites, prohibitions, bath
taking, as well as youth recreation and games were aspects of the ritual composition of
the celebration. When atheist ideology was dominant, the celebration was under a ban;
yet rites related to the remembrance of ancestors were still followed. It was not until the
1990s that it grew into a holiday that would be openly observed in villages. Presently the
date of observing Semyk is indicated in Mari's calendars that also feature other holidays,
beliefs, and important cultural events.

Keywords list (en): Semyk, traditions, rites, ancestor worship, prohibitions
Date of publication: 01.07.2011
Citation link:

Molotova T. THE HOLIDAY OF SEMYK IN THE ETHNIC CULTURE OF
CONTEMPORARY MARI // Ethno review. — 2011. — Issue 4 C. 40-47 .
URL.: https://ethnorevras.ru/s0869-54150000419-3-1-ru-4/?version_1d=23194

1



http://ethnorevras.ru/

MMPA3/THUK CEMBIK B KYJIbTYPE COBPEMEHHBIX
MAPUMIIEB

MouioroBa Tamapa JlaBpeHTheBHA

AHHOTaNUA

CeMBbIK - OJIUH U3 CaMbIX MMOYUTAEMbIX IMPA3THUKOB MAPUMIIEB, CUMBOJI 3aBEPIICHUS
BECHbl W Hauaja JIETHEr0 Mpa3AHUYHOro Iukiaa. OcoOEHHOCTh Mpa3JHUKA - TO
3HAYUTEIHHOE MECTO, KOTOPOE B HEM 3aHUMAJIU OOPSAJIbI TOUYUTAHUS YMEPITUX TPEIKOB.
PuryanbHast cTpykTypa coBpeMeHHOro CeMblKa COOTBETCTBYET PUTYAIBHOM CTPYKTYype
TpaguuuoHHoro CeMmbIka: 3TO pa3HOOOpa3Hble OOpsAbl MOMUHAIBHOIO  KYJIbTA,
puTyajdbHas THUIA W HANWTKH, pUTyallbHas OaHS C TPUIVANICHUEM Ayl TPEIKOB,
MaruKo-IpeI0XpaHUTENIbHbIE IEUCTBUSA, KYIbT PACTUTEIHLHOCTH, MOJIOACKHBIE UTPHUIILIA.
CeMBbIK OTMEUaeTCsl B UIOHE, Yepe3 7 Helelb Mociie TOMUHAIBHOIO JHS "copTra keue',
OPUXOJAUIErOCs Ha YeTBepr MAapHUilCKOW macxXajdbHOM Hemenu (Kyrede apHs).
OrnpenenieHHOE MECTO B MPAa3JHUYHON OOPSIHOCTU 3aHUMAJU KYJIbT PACTUTEIbHOCTH,
3aIIUTHBIE MaruuecKue oOpsbl, 3alpeThl, OaHs, MOJOEKHBIC Pa3BICUCHHUS U UTPHL. B
ro/ibl TOCIOJACTBA HUJCOJOTHUM arer3Ma Npa3JAHUK ObUI IO 3allpeToM, HO B Hapoje
MPOJIOJDKAIA TIPOBOJIUTH OOPSI/IbI, CBSA3aHHBIE C IMOYMTaHUEM IMpeakoB. Jlumb B 90-e
roflbl MPONUIOTO CTOJIETHS, C JAEMOKpaTu3aiuei, oOlllecTBa Ha celieé CTalld OTKPBITO
MPOBOJUTH 3TOT TPAJUIIMOHHBIM Tpa3gHUK. B Hacrosimiee Bpems jgara npa3aHOBAHUS
CemblKka yKa3blBa€TCsl B MapHUICKUX KaJEHIApsAX, IOCBSIICHHBIX KaJE€HIAPHBIM
npa3IHUKaM, BEPOBAHUSIM U 3HAMEHATEILHBIM JaTaMm.
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